I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of the resolutions passed at a meeting of the graduates, at the late commencement of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, together with your kind note, requesting a copy of my Valedictory Address for publication. While it gives me great pleasure to comply with your request, I feel a much higher pleasure in communicating to you the great satisfaction expressed by that highly distinguished professional gentleman, Dr. E. B. Gardette of Philadelphia, chairman of the awarding committee on that occasion, and also by his eminent associates, Drs. Maynard, Hullihen and Townsend, all of whom were highly gratified at the success and prospects of the Institution, and bestowed much praise on the graduates for the efficiency and cleverness manifested in the specimens of mechanical and surgical dentistry then brought before them.
I beg you will convey to your associates, and accept for yourselves, my warmest wishes for your professional success, and for your future welfare and happiness. I am, very truly, your friend, Ladies and Gentlemen:
The office I hold in this institution, through the courtesy of its honorable faculty, imposes on me the pleasing duty of addressing to the graduating class, such valedictory remarks, as the occasion may naturally inspire in the breast of an individual, nearly the whole of the active part of whose life, has been devoted to the practice of dental surgery.
Honored and encouraged as we are on this occasion, by the personal presence of ladies and gentlemen of this city, whose countenance and approbation would not be given to any but a good work, I would fain recall for my further encouragement, the memory of departed men of honorable renown, whose never dying spirits may be supposed to regard with interest and pleasure, the ceremonies of this occasion.
Gardette, Hudson, Hayden and Randall, where are they if not among the good and great of by-gone years, rejoicing in the rewards of lives well spent in the service of humanity. These noble minds unassisted by educational advantages such as we enjoy in the institution here established, and in which the graduating class before me have been carefully instructed, rose to unrivalled excellence in their profession, by the force of that industry, integrity and genius, which surmount all obstacles, defy all dangers, and remove all impediments in the road to fame and fortune. Encouraged by the ever enduring presence of such examples, which neither time nor death can easily efface, we come with confidence, we had almost said with pride, to speak of the institution which calls us thus together, and of the useful science for the rapid advancement of which, it has labored with success. It is a matter of warm congratulation to every cultivated member of our profession, that at no former period in the history of the dental art, have the boundaries of its scientific truths been more copiously enlarged than in our present day. In Eirrope, Asia, Africa and America, in the islands of the sea, every where, and in all places, wherever the torch of erudition has kindled up the sparkling lights of philosophical research and inquiry, the glow and animation of medical and dental science are working out indestructible results, and building up, with imperishable materials, the temple, firm and fair, of truth and science.
But time admonishes us to be brief; therefore, in conclusion, we bid you a fond-hearted farewell, and may the comforts of earth, and the blessings of heaven accompany you through life, death, and endless eternity, is the humble invocation of your most obedient servants.
